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Salire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Lhieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 


i 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf to Mr. Scarlett. 


me —— 


~* 


Mr 

In your address to the inhabitants of Peterborough, in 
the Town Hall, on the occasion of your recent election, there 
are some observatious that imperiously call for censure and 
refutation. Not that the observations are likely to mislead any 
thinking person—but there are many who do not think, and you 
have a reputation which may give currency to nonsense, and 
obtain credence for fallacy. Many men would think you too 
wise to be misled yourself, and too honest to mislead others 
deliberately ; and in some degree both may be correct ; but you 
lave, if the report be correct, shewn that either your judgment 
may be strangely warped, or that the confidence of others 
Would be very ill placed, if pinned upon your sleeve. 

Nothing is more painful to the feelings than to see a man of 
talent stoop to what Lord Byron calls the characteristic feature 
of this degenerate age—that contemptible cant, which assumes 
a false character of its opponents, that it may place itself ina 
more favourable light. Yet to this you seem to have stooped, 
ina way that I should have supposed the lowest of your pro- 
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fession would have refused to do. Tmeddle net bere with your 
desertion of Peterborough for Cambridge, nor your return to 
Vour origiiual cover in the borough-warren. The electors of 
Veterborough are worthy of the treatment you have given them; 

and, instead of blaming yeu, I should say, “ kick them again! 
They feel honoured by the bastinads, and jet them have enough 
of it.” It matters not who represents them. They have neither 
the spirit of mice, nor the courage of the worm whea trod upon. 
it suits your purpose to be in Parliament ; and the worthy 
electors of Peterborough have the honour of nominally placing 
vou there; though, in reality, no greater share of that honour 
belongs to them, than belongs to tie horses which drew your 
post chaise, the thing being quietly and snugly settled at Milton 


fail; where out of compinuent to couimon sense, and to sav 


ulnecessary ioniilite: the elections ougat in future to be held. 
Che butler vould make a jolly mayor. Tins Lordship’s valet 
the recorder. All his domestics, down to the sculliens, might 
be allowed votes; and the hounds might be the representatives 
of the populace, and bay the moon in nolsy approbation at 
every exibition of that standing jest—an English borough 
election! You are not expected to object to such proceedings. 

‘They turn to your advantage, and you will doubtless ery, 
“Great is Diena of the Ephesians.’’ But you should 
be content with this; aud net step ont of your way 
either to expose an ignorance that snould be unpardsnabie 
zi os senator, or which would) be stil more unpardon- 
able if the result’ of wilful perversion of your lies know: 

ledge. I will now proceed to your (ext, and then onwards with 
the comment. You are reported to have avowed yourself "a 
“friend to Reform ir the House of Commons: but if any 
“ Reform should be proposed, that should have for its object 
“to destroy the influence of property, of virixe, of benevo- 
* dence, of edveation and intelligence, ia the return ef members 


“to that house, you would oppose it with all vour energy. The 
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“yeht of voting iu that place, (Peterborcugh) was by 
“every inhabitant paying scot aud lot. No reasonable man 


wn 


i> 


«could hope or wish for a Reform more extensive. But such 
“4 Reform would leave them where they wore :—the influence 
“to which he alluded would still remain; and truly it wes no 
“ disgrace to any body of geatéemin, that, in returning their 
“ meinbers they were influenced by a regard to property, cha- 
racter, virtue, and honour; by all of vbich all men must be 
“jufluenced, except those who possessed none. As to wnrersa ‘ 
“ suffrage he considere:t it as a proposition for watversad ruin ! 
“ the despotisin of the mob, which uniformly ended in ithe des- 
‘notism of ore! But even this sort of reform would net 
‘exclude the influence ef property ;—it would omy sive. it. 


t 


‘a duection faial to the morals; and ihe happiness of the 
ny pecple,”” 

Hf Giis should reach you in your ci set, you will readily 
agree that I have quoted enough, unless t had been more to 
the purpose. What a jumble it is! What a aoixture of 
sense and nonsense —of truth itself converted ito falschood, 
by the light in which itis placed; aud falsehood made move re- 
volting by its barefaced deformity. Why, Sir, you kuow that 
the object of no Reform could be te destroy the influence of 
virdwe, benevolence, e@ucciion, aud intelligence. All these 
have a natural and an indestructible influcice, which often preg 
rails more in the dissolution of a system of government, than 


N cai be aimed at this iofluence, 
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curing its existence. 
which must remain as long as talent aud virtce are requisite to 
promote the happiness of society. Et was therefore a gross 


delusions to hold out to the miserable dexeudants of Peter- 


a 
' 


borevgh, that such an object cutered into the minds of the ad- 
vocates of that Reform,wich,as recogniziag the principle of unt- 
versal suffrafie, it seems, scares your senses from theri propriety, 


and reduces the senator into a scold. But you have dextrously 
jumbled among the virtues that adorn the character, the in- 
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fluence of property, which, in all cases, ought to be entirely de. 
stroyed. Do not misunderstand me to say any thing about the 
destruction of property. It is its accursed influence, in the 
destruction of the rights of the human raee, of which I com- 
plain; and I say that this influence ought not to exist. The 
good do not want, and would disdain to use, this influence. 
Their virtues would obtain for them a more honourable source 
of honest influence. And the bad, or the indifferent, ought not 
to possess so dangerous a means of rendering themselyes more 
mischievous. All the endeavours of our ancestors went to de- 
stroy this influence. Ail the statutes against bribery at elec- 
tions, have been passed in a rational dread of this influence ;— 
and all the mischiefs of the rotten borough system proceed from 
this baneful influence. Property, im the hands of a fiend incar- 
nate, will have always great influence :—but it is the first duty 
of the legislator to counteract it as far as possible; lest the state 
become a sink of mercenary scoundrels, whose only deity is 
wealth; and whose only traffic is to buy and sell one another. 
Then you talk of the right of voting at Peterborough, being 
as extelsive as any reasonable man can wish, because it in- 
cludes all the inhabitants paying scot and lot! This is truly 
jaughable ! ‘This may be the charter of the City ; but what is 
the practice? Why, there are no votes at all. ard Filzwitl- 
4inm is the only elector; and his property is his ouly influence ; 
for were he an angel, without his property, and came to offer 
himself, instead of nominating another, the holder of the pro- 
perty would prevail, were he the very devil ; and all the virtue, 
benevolence, education, and intelligence in the kingdom, would 
not avail a straw against the influence of the Great House, and 
the awful dread of the Great Man’s steward! You have rea- 
son to exclaim, that such a Reform as a scot and lot exten- 
Sion of the franchise would leave you as you were, aud the 
matter as it is; but you might go further, and add, that it 
would make matters much worse; for it would throw all the 
right of voting under the direct influence of property; and that 
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js the worst guardianship under which it could be placed. 
Even you had not the hardiness to suppose yourself the 
representative of the voters; for you comforted them, (on 
the assumption of the fact that they were necessitated to choose 
you, with the remark that it was no disgrace for them to be 
catered fcr by persons of “ property, character, virtue, and 
honour.” Property always takes the lead, in your enumera- 
tion of the virtues. You cannot be ignorant that persons of 
character, virtue, and honour, despise the influence of property ; 
and would feel degraded by an intimation that they owed any- 
thing to it: —but you are aware that property is the predomt- 
nant and favourite influence at Peterborough: and, address- 
ing yourself to its wretched worshippers, you did wisely to keep 
their idol constantly before their eyes ; and to attribute to it 
virtues to which it has no more pretension than other idols 
have to the wisdom and goodness with which a blind credulity 
believes them to be clothed. 

This preface was in character fo introduce your pinlippic 
against universal suffrage, which I take leave to say you must 
have slandered against vour better judgment; for you cannot 
be ignorant that it exists without producing “ the despotism 
of amob.” It is a favourite assertion that a state of anarchy 
always leads to a state of despotism—that the people, not 
knowing how to use their liberty, always surrender it into the 
hands of some single despot. But this is all delusion. {ft 
has frequently happened that a treacherous adventurer has ob- 
tained power by professing a regard for the liberties of the 
people, and has then employed it to crush those liberties, Na- 
poleon is an instance in point. But were the French the cause 
of his elevation to the eminence which placed him above the 
laws? The existence of France was threatened. She was 
obliged to arm herself to drive back the foreign invaders. 
She became, from necessity, an enormous military power; and 
the head of her national strength turned it against her free- 


dom. Itwas not astate of anarchy which led to the dlespo- 
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tism. Had Napoleon been a Washington, Frince fad 


been now a flourishing and free republic; and E 


i sug 


jand would have liad no remaining traces of her rotten 
boroughs. But you will have the kindness to turn to the 


land of Washington, and see the effects of universal suffrage ; 


for in many states, theelective franclzise is universally exercised 


by all male citizens, of mature age, sound mind, and not inica- 
pacitated by crinie, Fustead of universal ruin, in America we 


find a peop'e the most obedient to the laws, and the most con- 
tent with their Government. There we sce neither the despo- 
tism of the one, nor of the many; buta prosperous and hap- 
py nation, governed tn the most economical manner. The peo- 
ple had all the power tn their own heuds, after they had nobly 
burst asunder the fetters of this country —and what did they 
do with it? Did they destroy property, and proscribe charac- 


ter, benevolence, virtue, education, and intelligence ? Instead 


of this, they framed laws to make property really secure to 
its possessors, ‘They selected the wisest, and the best to ruie 
them; and have proved to the dismay of state jugglers, and 
furious despots throughout the world, that the strength of a 
state is the freedom of the people. What wretched nonsense, 
then is it, fo tellin us England, that oaly a certain portion of 
manageable persons can be safely intrusted with the right of 
voting ! 


But what do you mean by saying that universal suffrage 
would not destroy the influence of property? If so, all your 
previous remarks are absolutely ridiculous ; for it is in the great 
dread of sucha result, you have been contending against It. 
It certainly could destroy no other influence; oud if it did not 
remove tie influence of your darling property, of what would 
you complain? "Phat “it would give it a direction fatal to the 
‘morals, and the happiness of the people;’ Oh, fie, Mr. 


Scarlett, You are perfect! 


is 


ctly aware that if wants no such direc- 
hon given to it by universal suffrage, since its current that wav 


wm England has been for ages, dark, decp, and constant, uuder: 
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mining every Wholesome institution, and carrying duwn iis 
fatal stream all the prosperity of the couatry. It has destroyed 
the morals of such of the people, as are entrusted 


with the elective franchise. it lias bearer the 
electors of Veterborough at the feet of Lord Fitgwilltan, 


and enabled him to kick them like foot-balis iu what 
direction be thinks proper. The morals of Haghsa leetors ! 
‘There are some exceptions, to be sure ; id we hone they will 
encrease ; If it were only from he iii that a aman wiro 
sells his vote fer seven years for three guineas, ard pits Id COL 

sequence Of his venality ten pounds a year in adi Iditicual taxes, 
is not entitled to much credit asa bargainer. But the movals ef 
Kuglish Electors | particularly of open and close boroughs, 
where Corporations are boughtin the lump, aud private voters 
hired atso much per head! ‘There ts not under the sun a more 
tumoral system than the election code of Givat Brituin. ft hias 
but two obiects—to force all ii can to outrage their consciences, 
and to bribe all who cannot be forced to betray to them. It ts 
a baretaced system of opcn compulsion, of base delusion : and 


.T . pe lhe > roe ’ . ' ss > . ‘ - ove } oe rern tte! 
the trifing exceptions there are, would not lone b: rrutient 


A 
OH? aie Dg 4 i onaian . . mA ee . . ver 
to remain they were not perfectly incompetent to produce any 
! bet . , . . , . 
beneficial inpression upon the mass. Any alteration oust he 


tor the better ; except, perhaps, the introduction of ihe hous: - 
noider suffrage or the scot and lot system ; which if you will 
jllow me through a letter to Mr. Dennison on the subject, I 
wil undertake to prove is the worst species of suilrage thai 
could be devised. Mr. Deunison says he is friendly to it, with 
some ilmitations. I will shew him how ridiculous it would be 
either with, or without limitations ; and I trust he will then 
find that it is not worth his friendship, and discard it accordiug- 
ly:—for 1am not willing to think the Surrey Member prefers 
such a scheme, because it is likely to leave us where we 
are; though such a consideration scems to have very consider- 
ble weight with Mr. Scarlett, who may probably object to 
universal suffrage on the ground that it would notleave matters 
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just where they are, but would produce the alteration required 
for the morals and happiness of the nation; though it might not 
contribute much to the happiness of those who imagine them- 
selves privileged to render the good of the whole subservient 
either to their devotion to wealth, or to their love of power. 
THE BLACK DWARF. 








LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
eB 
From the Black Dwarf to W. Dennison, Esq., M.P- 
for the County of Surrey. 

Sir,— At the late Surrey Meeting, you have been made to 
declare that you preferred the plan of “ householder suffrage, 
“with some limitations,” to any other scheme of representation. 
Itis my present purpose to shew you, that householder suffrage, 
generally speaking, would be even worse than the system of 
misrepresentation which now prevails; and when this is shewn> 
I trust to your candour hereafter to say nothing more in favor 
of such a principle. 

As you have not stated under what limitations you would 
have householder suffrage restricted, I shail not take notice of 
aay other limitation, than that which invariably accompanies 
all the recommendations in its favor; ‘namely, that of paying 
direct taxes to the Siate, or what in the ordinary dialect is termed 
paying scot and Jot. 

And here let it be remembered, it is customary to taunt the 
Radical Reformers with their propensity to innovation; while 
this favorite scheme of the Moderates would be the greatest of 
all innovations upon the rights of existing electors; and would 
certainly, upon a moderate calculation, actually disfranchise a 
great proportion of those who now possess votes in the repre- 
sentation of the couutry. Those who talk so much about vested 


rights and legal titles; those who say with vou that the clergy 
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have as good a right to their tithes, as the landholder to his 
estate, should remember, at least, that those who are now en- 
titled to vote, without being householders, ought not to be dis- 
franchised, in order to admit a race of electors who, though tn 
the possession of houses, have never yet been permitted to vote 
at all. 

I have often wondered at the audacity of some representatives 
of large towns, such as Coventry, Nottingham, Leicester, and 
indeed of all our large open boroughs, in daring to talk of the 
substitution of householder suffrage; since it is evident they 
must tntend to take away the votes of their own constituents > 
not one in ten of whom are householders. To introduce 
householder suffrage, would be to change completely the priu- 
ciples upon which the system of borough representation has 
been founded; and to annihilate the most numerous class of 
electors, except the freeholders of the jcounties. Among the 
livery of London, there are thousands who are not householders. 
Are they to be struck off the list of electors? Of the freemen 
voters of other places, not a third, in general, are householders. 
Are they to be struek off the roll of electors? At Liverpool, 
perhaps not a tenth of the present voters are householders. 
What is to become of them? Nay, even in our county repre. 
sentations, how many small, and evenlerge freeholders, are 
there who are not householders? I am acquainted with free- 
holders in three or more counties, who are yet not householders 
juany. Are they all to be disfranchised? In the Metropoliss 
and in all large towns, the possession of a house is no criterion 
of any qualification for voting, which may not be possessed in a 
nore eminent degree by any other inmate than the householder. 
Many purposely avoid the trouble of such establishments, who 
are in possession of extreme intelligence, and great property; 
and others possess houses, who are as ignorant as if no shelter 
had ever covered their heads, and as destitute of honest re- 
sources, as the veriest outcasts of society. 


We will, however, if you please, dismiss the consideration of 
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the innovation; for where innovations are good, they ought to 
be encouraged; and it is no answer to Improvement, tu say thot 
it has never existed before: —but let us enquire whether such 
a scheme of representation would strengthen the hands of the 
government or of the people. In all towns of great extent, 
some good would be derived from an unqualified extension of 
the suffrage to all householders :—because the number would 
be too great to bribe, or to intimidate ; and it would be rarely 
that any individual would possess property enough in horses. 
to controul the freedoin of any great proportion of the voters. 
Butif any qualification was introduced, with referesce to the 
amount of rent, or the payment of direct taxes, the exclustons 

would be so numerous, in almost every fowa, as to throw the 
elections into the hands of a certain class ; which class would be 
nearly of the same description throughout the country; and 
nothing would be represented but the interests of the upper 


race of shopkeepers, who would every where predominate 
the lower classes were excluded under any pretence whatever. 
This is not all the evil that would result. If the payment of 
taxes, either to the parish or the state, were to regalate the 
qualification of voting, a little reflection will convince bs that 


a new race of boroughmongers would spring up, as vena! and 


; 
as dangerous as the present. Houses would become matters of 
speculation as the purchase of seats is now. The owners 


would let them at a gross rent, including the taxes and paro- 


So 
chical rates, and by paying them themselves, would exclude 
the tenant from the exercise of the elective franchise. The 
owners of the houses would thus retain the votes in their own 
hands; and in most towns, in the course of a few years after 
the establisliment of such a system, the return of the represet- 
fave might rest entirely inthe hands of some half dozen spe- 
culaiors in houses as a means of bartering away the liberties of 
the people. Leases would contain stipulations that the lease- 
holder should not be entitled to claim the elective franchise : 
—~and the public rights would be merged ina landed mono- 


polv, 
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There is still further mischief to be appreheuded from such 
asvstem. If ihe right of voting depended upon the payment 
of direct taxation, the minister could annihilate the right at 
his pleasure. Indirect taxation is a far more profitable, and far 
less generally objectionable mode. If free from its present 
embarrassments, al! internal taxation might be dispensed with, 
as faras the state is concerned. A well-regulated custom: 
house, with moderate dues, would maintain a good govern 
ment in Eneland ? In such a case vould it be said, that as 
there was no direct taxation laid upon houses, there sould be 
no votes existing. To this complexion must the p:iuci- 
ple of householder suffrage come at last, if any restrice 
tions are allowed, and ‘the might were not absolutely 
vested in the ownership of the house, without other con- 
ditions. And ifit were so vested, | have shewn that it must 
become a source of speculation, which would produce more 
mischief than the scheme would avoid ;—besides destroying 
those rights which now actually exist, and which there would 
be most flagrant injustice in taking away. It would be an act 
of gross usurpation to disfranchise any m2n who posseses a 
vote:—but it would be only an act of justice to confer the 
right of voting upon all. Those who now possess it would have 
no reason to complain because their countrymen at large were 
raised to a level with themselves—but they would have to 
complain of a great wrong if they were degraded by being 
placed beneath the rank in society which they now occupy. 

It is singular that the principles of representation should be 
but so inperfectly undeistood, among the respectable classes, 


In the want of a representation of the people every one 


easily recognizes the existence of tyranny. To the want of 


a periect represcutation every one attributes the mischiefs, the 
abuses, and the corruptions of the British system of government. 
And yet, when a general and perfect representation is proposed, 
men can be found who shrink from it in dismay, and affect to 


fear that truth and justice, founded on eternal and immutalte 
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principles, can be more dangerous to the existence of istous, 
than the policy of force and fraud, which has been substituted 
jn their stead, 

The worid may be safely challenged to produce one single 
instance of any mischief ever having resulted from an extension 
of the clective franchise. Where it prevails in the greatest ex- 
tent, there is found the greatest order, and the greatest prospe- 
rity. Where it prevai!s to the least extent, there is consequent 
misery and oppression. Where it is unknown, an undisgui-ed 
despotism prevails. Need we anything beyond these facts, to 
shew that the representation of the people is the natural anti- 
dote to tyranny ; and that the best security against despotisia» 
is the universal representation of those interests which it seek s 
to destroy. 


One word upon the subject of direct taxation, and I lave 
done. [fs there any tax so direct as that which seizes upon 
the person of an indivi {ual, and apt him to become the 
actua! servant of the State; which, wilhout allowing any ade- 
quate compeusation for service, forces the individual to ee 
his personal liberty, and to risk even his life. ‘This seems a tax 
direct enough in all conscience; and one from which he who 
can escape for a few pounds has a gous hargaiu, Yet is suci 
aman to be deprived of a vote, which le ay ay now accideir 
tally possess, because he is not a householder! Are you, Sir, 
not inclined to lavgh at the result to which your preference 
would inevitably lead? Leaving you to ruminate at leisure 
on the matter, I remain, Sir, &c. 

THE BLACK DWARI 
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From the Black Dwarf in Loadon, to the Veliow 
Bonze at Japan. 
<a 
MR. CANNING AT A STAND STILL AT HOME—BUT A VERY 
QUIXOTE ABR‘AD. 


Respected and ever valued Friend, 
Pmust request of thee, most excelent Bonze, 
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tolook out for another juggler in the East, and to forward 
him to this country without delay. 1 was in hopes that the 
accession of iny old friend, Mr. Canning, to the Cabinet, 
would bave obviated this necessity; but sorry am I to say, 
though there is not a more dexterous manager with the cups 
and gfasses than this gentleman, he is not so expert in the 
other parts of his profession as the famous Mr. Pitt, or the 
infamous Lord ! Jn truth, Mr. Canning has disappoint- 
ed us most grievously; for having issued his bills, got his 
audience together, aud taken the money, he comes forward to 
say he is very sorry, Lut he cannot undertake to perform at 
all!® This is the very height of chicanery. To engage 
a room, get a company, pocket tlie cash, and then sa 

there is nothing to be done! Bythe Lord Harry, but 
in some countries such a trickster would learn there was some- 
thing to be done, if it were only to scourge animpostor. His 
friends have been long boasting of him as quite a prodigy.— 
Lord Liverpool seems to have thought there was no chance of 
getling asingle bad season without him ; and that to set him at 
work was the surest means of getting rid of that national abun- 
dance which is worse than allthe seven plagues of Egypt. Yet 
when the stage is cleared for him, anda flourish of trumpets 
announces his entrance, he only comes on to go off, as the French 
King ascended the hill to come down again! Not evea a caper 
does he cut, to amuse his followers. His very powers of speech 
seem to have fursaken him +, and tha? ornamental audacity 
which was wont to become him so well, whe bis forehead was 
wilded with the Lisbon gold, has quite deserted him. Jam 
fearful he will sink at last to the scale of ordinary bottle 
conjurors ; aud that posterity may learn to doubt of his 
past powers vf legerdemain, when he possessed the means 
of turning his native brass iuito sterling gold, almost 
Without an effort. His powers are faded to such a de- 
gree, that he wants the confidence of a common imounte- 
bank, who ean promise to cure, though he administers nothing 
but powdered chaik and spring water. Mr. Canning sinks 








_* Ga Friday last, this honourable geatleman told the House of 
Commons, he nap been in hopes of finding aa tmimediate relief for 
ihe agriculturists, but he was sorry lo sey, he was then convinced 
he could not find any. Ought he not to resign his piace, that 
somehody else might 

t ‘The reporters generally pre face his addresses with ‘ the 


“ Right Hon. Gentleman spoke so low that we could not distinetly 
* hear. He scemed, &e.” 
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under lis fortunes, and says nothing can be done. But tor 
what then is he paid? What are state-jugglers worth, if the 
state can go on as well without them? If the people can nei- 
ther be served, nor amused, their pockets mizht be spared. A 
committee of ordinary paupers, at one shilling per day, would 
do to sit round tables covered with sreen “cloth, and drink 
wine, Salaries of 6,000]. per annum, to a dozen useless and 
ignorant ministers, need not be paid, if the people are to 
wait till patienee brings the remedy. Patience would bring it 
just as soon, if there were no cabinet at all. 
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So alee 


Send me another juggler; and let him be one who has 
something within his head: otherwise a splendid front 
is only a deception to others, and a mischief to its owner. 
We want a juggler who knows that two and two make 
four; a man whp can see that when a farmer pays four 
bushels cut of eight, he pays a great deal more than when 
he only paid one out of eight ;—and that to put him in the same 
condition it will be necessary to take no more than he was ac- 
customed to pay. We want some one who can understand that 
what one man pays to another, without an equivalent, is so much 
taken from the payer's pocket. Mr. Canning cannot under- 
stand tnis. His salary would once have purchased about 
6,000 bushels of wheat; or soniething better than sixteen 
bushels of wheat per day; which would be the full produce 
of three or four very pretty farms;—but his salary will 
now buy him 24,000 bushels of wheat per annum, or about 
sixty-four bushelg per day ; which is as much as twelve or six- 
teen decent farms could supply. But Mr. Canning is so ig- 
norant that he cannot understand this. He cannot see that if 
his salary were reduced to 15001. annuin, he would be enabled 
to call us on the farmer for the same quantity of wheat which 
he must have paid 6,000], for, in the prosperous days of the 
agricultural interest. Mr. Canning perceives no greater 
difficulty in receiving the price of sixty-four bushels. than 
he did in receiving the price of sixteen; and he canuot 
make out why the farmer should find out a: y greater Cifficulty 
in paving! We want a Juggler from Yn ia to teach him 
this; and I beseech thee to make haste and send us one, for 
be will never be able to make the discovery himself; though 
he is said to be an apt scholar, to know something of Greek 
and Latin, and to have a smattering of po etry besides, Under the 
care of some learned pundit or moonshee, he might therefore 
obtain a2 knowledge of the first rules of arithmetic; and in 
course of time come to the knowledge that there is a great 
difference between the payer and the receiver; and between 
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paying what can be spared, and being robbed of the ordinary 
necessaries of life. Search out then some extraordinary sage, 
who may take the Ministers of Great Britain under his care ; 
and let him lasten to this empire to relieve the distresses of 
ihe people, by instructing their ignorant rulers. 

it will not be amiss, if thou shouldst find one who has some 
trifling knowledge of medicine ; for L have some fears lest the 
present Secretary for Foreign Affairs should have an in¢lination 
toemulate the insanity of his predecessor. ‘There are some 
strong symptoms of it, I assure thee. For instance, at 
lis late election dinner, at Harwich, he promised that ‘ he 
« would be the advocate of the most liberal principles abroad ;” 
but that ‘* he should stick to the old illiberal policy at home :” 
and then he actually gave asa toast, “the cause of civil and 
religious liberty all over the world,” though he had just declared 
himself its enemy at home. These are all bad symptoms for 
the safety of the carotid artery; but after the experience which 
the cabinet has had in such cases, we trust we shall not have a 
similar neglect of the safety of another great man! It will be 
4 poor consolation for the loss to be told afterwards that it was 
known he was insane. “Whe very pen trembles at the probabi- 
lity of such an event. Pray use thy best endeavours to prevent 
it. Conldst thou not come thyself? Thou hast always resisted 
my anxicus entreaties; butif theu art deafto me, consider 
the obligations the whole world would owe thee, if thou coulds¢ 
teach a British administration to respect the principles of com- 
mon sense. Think of this: and oblige the human race, if thou 
ait maifferent to the gratification of 

‘Phy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Pigmy al Peilersjield to the Brack Dwarf in 
Loudon. 
iespected Friend, 

Since my last communication, the two legced Brutes 
here have been tolerably quiet. | have thought that I have 
heaid them dray several times, but on putting my head out of 
my hele, TP found it was only = 5 neighbours inthe wall, the 
Jack daws, whose noise Tam scarcely yet accustomed to. Once, 
However, L was not deceived, tur I distinetly heard our new 
Ciref Magistrate, Mr. STICK-EM venting his anathemas on thee 
aid me, and saying that “ no respectable person ever looked 
ioe Srack Dwarr~it was only read by Blackguards.” 


ad not interrupt his, as T considercd he was too impotent, 
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and insignificant, to be worthy of our notice ; for Tam told his 
only privilege is, that if he should see three Pigs lying in the 
gutter, he would havea right (and I shall not dispute it) to drive 
up the middle one, and lie down inits place. A butcher we 
know would be quite at Aome in exercising that privilege ; and 
though he may not be exactly so as returning officer at an Elec- 
tion, he would be very useful no doubt, with his marrow bones 
and cleaver, inassisting the little boys to make a noise at the 
hustings, and in saluting the new member on his being chaired. 
Limited however as his Worship’s powers are, I take the will for 
the deed, and I make no doubt that if we were blessed with a 
regular Corporation, and had such an officer as Jack etch 
amongst us, thee andI should both be burnt in effgy, whilst 
thy works were consigned to the flames by the handsot the 
common executioner. 

His worship is very proud of the new great Coat I men- 
tioned in my last.—I must say it is a very handsome one, for 
it has a velvet collar to it, and he does not hesitate to boast that 
it was a present to him by Squire Jolliffe, to make him lock as 
much as possible like a Gentleman, when he entered upon the 
important Office of Mayor; yet it does not seem, from his 
writhings, to sil very easy upon him; but whether that is the 
fault of the Squire or the Tailor, I cannot tell-—They say it 
cannot be altered without turning, and if he should wear it as 
now till our next Election, it must be turned soon after. I 
presume, as that event is not likely to take place very soon with- 
out any thing unforeseen should happen, and in all probability 
the Coat will be by that time worn so thread bare, that it will 
not be worth turning.—Be that as it may, I would advise his 
worslip to make the most of it, for perhaps the Squire may not 
think it worth his while to give him another by the time that 
is worn out; as T understand he is now heartily sick of the 
place, though he does not know very well how’to leave it just 
at present with any credit ; and perhaps he may, after putting 
off the evil day as long as he can, quit it at last not much to his 
satisfaction, besides disappointing all the expectations of his 
friends here, whom he will no doubt leave completely in the 
lurch ; and, after getting once fairly out of the Town, he will 
not care if they have no Coats to their Backs. 

I must now bid thee adieu. In my next I shall treat upon ano- 
ther subject, which not only concerns this place, bulfthe County 


at large; till which time I remain, respected little friend, thy 
well wisher and Cousin, 


ASMODEUS, 


The Pigmy at Petersfield. 
Hole in the Wall. 14 February, 1823. . “i 
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STOPPING THE SUPPLIES. 
= Qa 

The only serious blow struck at Ministerial authority, in the 
House of Commons, for many years, was aimed by Mr. Hume 
on Wednesday evening, by a direct proposal to, stop the sup- 
plies :—and if Mr. Brougham and Sir Francis Burdett had not 
kindly interposed to save the Ministerial Bench from the conse- 
quences, Mr. Canning would have felt himself hardly competent 
to defend the sanctum sanctorum, against this rude and unex- 
pected attack. The immediate cause was this, ‘The office of 
Lieutenant General of Ordnance has been long known to be a 
useless sinecure ; and its abolition has even been recommended. 
by a Parliamentary Commission. During the life of the late 
holder, any motion for its abolition would have been called an 
unjust interference with vested rights ; although a poor ship 
carpenter might be turned out of the dock yards, when no 
longer wanted, without any regard either to the wants, or the 
tights, of his family. Great men, however, are dealt with on 
other terms than ordinary folks ; and General Okes was left in 
possession of his sinecure. But on his demise, and at a period 
when economy is so essential, it was hardly to be expected that 
it would have been continued ; and that, too, in the face of the 
recent declaration from the Throne, that the estimates would 
be prepared with the strictest attention to economy. But so 
utterly regardless of public opinion is the present administra- 
tion, that, in order to continue such a bribe for servilily to 
Ministers, the place has been actually hawked about until 
some one could be found mean enough to accept it. Two 
Generals refused the bribe :— but the HAWKER of this Minis- 
terial boon, the mighty Duke of Wellington, was fortunate 
enough to find General Beresford, who had no sort of objec- 
tion to take two thousand a year for no service upon earth. 
This officer had already two or three places, each of them an 
ample remuneration for any thing he has ever done, or ever can 
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do, for the country ; yet he seems to have no greater objection to 
an additional allowance, than a deserter would have to bounties 
from a dozen regiments, or a pauper to an allowance from half a 
score of parishes. His family is absolutely quartered upon the 
public. — Thousands and tens of thousands,” Mr.Hume says he 
is prepared to prove they draw from the public purse ; and this 
gaHant general might have been content with his past share of 
the tl:ousands, without degrading himself by the possession of 
a sinecure, while thousands of officers, as able as himself, have 
barely the means of supporting existence with their half-pay. 
Mr. Hume, justly indignant at such mercenary meanness and 
profligate waste of public money, moved to postpone the sup- 
plies, until the House should be informed upon what grounds 
the grant had been made. This proposal startled Mr. Canning, 
who began to beg the question and implore forbearance. It 
was not the Ministry, but the Duke of Wellington had done 
this ; as if the Duke were not one of “ the Ministry ;” and it 
had not been given to secure Parliamentary interest, because 
two to whom he had offered it, had refused it! Rare reason- 
ing, in truth! Then, Mr. Cauning was not prepared to defend 
the appointment, but he hoped the enquiry would be postponed 
until he was. Mr. Hume, of course, laughed at this defence; 
when Mr. Brougham rose and took Mr. Canning’s side, and 
advocated a postponement until Mr. Canning should be pre- 
pared ; a most gentlemanly-like proceeding, and as forbearing 
as an enemy could require. Mr. Hume remained immoveable. 
He replied that the delay proposed. was immaterial, being at the 
most bu: for forty-eight hours; while the information was 
indispensable: adding, that Members had much better go 
home, than affect to talk of an opposition which they did not 
Antend to make :—a hint which we most seriously recommend 
_ to the attention of at least nine-tenths of our nominal opposition. 

—Mr. Brougham rose again, to profess himself a great friend 
to economy; but he thuught the question should be post- 
poned, that it might be discussed with more effect, inde- 
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pendent of the question of Supply. In the natural course 
of things, this advice appears strange. When the Minis- 
ter said he was not prepared, it was the proper time for 
the opposition to advance. To discuss such a point, on an 
ordinary field-day, is to court a certain defeat. It is only by 
these incessant attacks, that the ministry is to be effectually 
wearied :—-and if we are not surprised at the conduct of Mr. 
Brougham, it is because we think he looks more complacently 
on the ministerial proceedings than some of his friends are 
willing tu believe. Mr, Hume still remained firm to his pur- 
pose, when Mr. Abercrombie rose to dissuade him from perse- 
vering ; and that gentleman failing, Sir F. Burdett undertook 
the task of procuring a postponement of the question, and un- 
fortunately succeeded. We will here neither presume motives, 
nor infer reasons for this opportune service of Mr. Canning; 
but content ourselves with shewing that the reasons assigned will 
not bear out the recommendation to forego the question. Ous 
reason of the honourable baronet, was that the right of stopping 
supplies is a very important one, and ought not to be lightly 
used. Now, Sir Francis knows that this right is no right at ad/ 
—since it does not exist—if he gives the minister any Cime for 
preparation. To appoint a day for stopping the supplies, would 
be as ridiculous a8 to appoint a day for stopping the course of 
the sun. It is only by surprise that such right can be exercised 
at all: ~and the grossness of this case was so evident, that had 
a victory been snatched, the minister might have been ashamed 
of the odium of fighting the battle over again. We have 
the honourable Baronet’s authority fur the declaration, that 
the grievances of the late reign were sufficiently numerous 
and heavy to warrant all means of Constitutional’ resistance. 
Yet not once were the supplies stopt. Neither Whigs nor 
Tories like such matters, But there are other men who should 
like them, for that very reason. Another reason was, that in 
the Present staie of our Continental relations, it would be un 

“ise to stop the supplies, lest it might embarrass the Ministry. 
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This is too trifling for notice, We are not now making any 
exertion. Our Ministers profess a strict neutrality ; and they 
themselves propose to diminish the taxation. They, therefore, 
do not anticipate any Continental exertions and it is being 
somewhat too generous to find excuses for them, which Mr. 
Canning, in his reply to Mr. Hume, never dreamt of for himself, 
Sir Prancis Burdett spoke of the difficulties in which Mr. Hume 
involved his friends. We can see none, but such as his friends 
ought always to be ready to encounter. It is not to be sup- 
posed that the public cause can be maintained in that House 
without difficulties. Those who shun difficulty on one occa- 
sion, are not at all likely to meet it on another ;—and we regret 
that the best opportunity for mooting the question has been lost, 
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IRELAND. 





The farce of the trial of the rioters has had the termination 
we expected. The jury after being locked up all night, with- 
out being willing to come to any agreement, were discharged on 
the following day, without having delivered any verdict. Now, 
what will the government do? How will the magnanimous 
Marquis of Wellesley conduct himself. He cannot make his 
nuthority respected; nor can he protect his own person from 
oulrage. We do not complain, either of the Grand Jury, or 
of the Petty Jury; for it is essential to the Trial by Jury, that 
jurors should be accountable to none for their decision. We 
are to presumé they have decided according to their oaths. 
Then we have to look at what they have decided ; —and we 
find it is this—that men who are guilty of nothing more than 
throwing rattles, or glass bottles, at the head of a Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, who is opposed to the Orangemen, ought not 
to be found guilty of any offence. It may seem odd in England. 
that jurors could be found to think so—but if these Irish jurors 
think breaking, or endeavouring to break, the Marquis’s head 
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no ctime, they would of course refuse to convict the parties 
accused. Such anomalies are the uatural result of government 
by factions, ‘The dominant faction ts never thought to be in 
the wrong, by its own partizans; aud to threaten ifs interests, ot 
43 superiority, is the worst ef (reason, from whoever il preceeds. 
In an arbitrary system, one faction may supersede another at the 
will cfthe prince ; but in Ireland, the party te be dispossessed are 
in possession of all the strong holds; and tt is much more likely 
that the Orangemen will finally banish the Marguis of Welles- 
ley, than that hie will put down the Orange faction. ‘The 
Attorney General threatens to proceed by a fresh information 5 
butte whatend? ‘The party have wer made it their own cen. 
cern, They have committed themselves to the extent of saying 
‘hat no offence has been commitied, nothing but a tniliug 
excess of devoiien to ine right cause; and thoregh they would 
hang without trial any peer fellow eccused of Radicalism, they 
will not consent that an Oninds int shall be deemed at alf 
fiable to penal visitation. As the price af their devotion to any 
tyranny, of which ihe Catholics are the objects, they naturally 
demand impunity for any trifling peecadiiles of their own; and 
what is more to the purpose, they will have it. ‘The Attorney 


rs 


eneral may renew his informations, but he must have Orange 
Juries, while the system of Catholic exclusion remains. The 
Orange gentry took care even to let the King know, that he 
should onlv be their King upen their ierms; that they would 
have xo liberality shown to the Catholics; and that he must be 
an Orangeman himself, if he wished to rule Orangemen im peace. 
And now they have undertaken to shew his Representative that 
he cannot put the law in force against them. ‘This was a bold 
endeavour, appare ily; but in reality there was little of difti- 
culty, and less of danger in it. The Orangemen had only to keep 
their own counsel, and say No/ Nothing could be easier. We 
do act, at present, join with those who think the whole mafter 
only a political farce, newly played off, like so many old ones, 
upon the credulity of the Catholics, in order to keep them 
VeL. X. No. 8, 
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quietly waiting to see what Providence has in store for thenz, 
Yet we have heard this confidently asserted by a native of Fre. 
land, who has some means of judging accurately with respect 
to the Castle movements. Be this as it may, from what we 
ourselves know, we perceive the Orange ascendancy is in no 
great danger; nor will it ever be, until the Catholics begin to 
perceive thet the high road to emancipation is through a Par- 
liamentary Reform. They have their own folly to thank for 
the insults they receive. The venality which induced them to 
lend themselves to the sacrifice of the national existence of 
freland, on the promise of an emancipation, which the suicidal 
act of Union would render useless, if obtained,—deserved the 
punishment it has met with, in the disappointment of its hopes ; 
and we trust the consequences will teach them that none but 
the patriotic deserve the blessings of freedom. 














LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarf to the Reformers ef the Ma- 
nufacturing Districts. 





Friends of the Common Cause, 

If you were vot superior to that vanity, which induces 
the weak to triumph over the disasters of the unfortunate, you 
might exult in the present situation of your once inveterate 
opponents ; and look down with scorn upon your late remorse- 
less persecutors. You have now substantiated your claim to 
having correctly anticipated the dilemma into which a bad system 
was leading a-credulous people :—and the “ great and noble,” 
who were ready to destroy you as creatures infinitely too low to 
exercise the privilege of thought, or the powers of reason, are 
reduced to the necessity of following your example, copying 
your proceedings, borrowing your language, and inculcating 
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ihe principles which they have learnt from gov. All your 
predictions of the tnevitable evils of the system have been ac- 
complished -_~TPhe Blanketeers of Manchester, and the Wea- 
vers of Glasgow and Paisley, epewed those schools of politica 
instruction, from which lords and fordlings, and all the res:ec- 
table classes of society, are now culling the principles which 
they proclaim as new; and County Meetings re-echo the sentt- 
ments which were formally proscribed by the law, when they 
were uttered by the lips of the friendless and the poor. Re- 
verend clergymen, sturdy squires, and high born peers, are now 
treading in your steps—and emulating theexample, whick when 
set by you, was denounced as “ seditious and even treasonable 5” 
aid o punish which, the red arm of noon-day murder was let 
loose upon an unoffending multitude of unresisting victims. You 
nust be highly pleaed to read the very self-same comments 
apon the state of the couutry, which you were accustomed to 
ake so many years ago—to find the self-sa:ne resolutions 
passed, the self same petitions forwarded to the Legislature, by 
the very persons, who were then mounting horses which they 
knew not how to manage, for the express purpose of preventing 
you from setting the examples they are now reduced te the 
hecesstty of following. And you wili compare, with great satis- 
faction the documents which these county meetings afford, with 
those which you were in the habit of issuing, before it was sedi- 
lion to speak the truth at public meetings of the “ower erders” 
'n England, 

The followi g is a copy of the petition adopted by thie 
tehvlders of Surrey, at Epsom, on Monday the 10th inst. It 
Was moved by Lord King, and seconded by Mr. Leech; and 
the addition of the ords, after “ Reform,” was moved by Mr. 


Cobbett, aud se led bv the h ” a 
» aud seconded by the honourable Mr. Grey Bennett. 


4s 


To the Honourab'e the House of Conmens. 
ef a . - ‘ 
The humble Petition of the suffering Freeholders, Landowners, 
and Occupiers of Land in the County of Surrey, 


4 : ‘ , . . e 
Showelh—That your petitioners, after enduring all the aggra.- 
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vated distresses which from day to day have pressed upon them 





with increasing weight since they last exposed the state of their 
affairs, before your Honourable House, in the month of February 
last, now again, with all humility, approach your Henourable 


House, and pray for that relief which your Honourable House is 
alone able to afford. 





‘© Your Petitioners most humbly venture to remind your Ho. 
pourable House, that experience has unfortunately confirmed all 
the opiniens contained in their former Petition ; that the farmers 
are al this time unable to afford the labour necessary to due cul- 
tivation ; that the isbourers in far creater numbets are compelled 
to become panpers; that the further fall in the price of produce, 
which your Petitioners anticipated, has actually taken place ; and 
that the whole of the gross produce is absorbed in taxes, tythes, 
wages, rates, and expenses attending the cultivation of the land. 

‘© That the relief which your Honourabie House was pleased to 
it afford last year is most inadequate to the pressing necessities of 
: your humble Petitioners, who are again compelled, most humbly, 
to implore your Honourable House to make a further and much 
greater reduction of the barden of taxation, and particularly to 
repeal the House and Window Tax, and the duties on Malt, and 
on other articles of the first necessity. 


eens: once 


** Your Petitioners entertain the most decided opinion that their 
present distress would never have been known if the rey.resentation 
of the people had been consonant to the long setthed laws and con- 
stitution of their country ; they understand that a majority of the 
menibers of your Honourable House is returned by a small number 
of individuals, who have appropriated to themselves and to their 
ewn private benefit those rights which belong to the people at 
large. This unwarrantable conversion of a great public trust into 
a privaie property has produced an endless train cf abuses in every 
department of the Government, both at bome and abroad, every 
i where apparent in the vicious system of boundless profusion, main- 
| tained for the sake of the inerease of patronage; for this objet, 
the public service and the public servants are paid at the dearest 
and pol at the cheapest rate for which those services could be per- 
formed and fairly remunerated, and the interest of those individuals 
who have usurped the property of returning members to sit in youl 
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Honourable House, or of those who exercise the trade of pro- 
curing the return of members, is preferred above cvery other con. 
sideration. 

“In the army a host of generals and field officers, utterly dis- 
proportioned to the effective establishment, and unknown tn any 
other country, and a numerous expensive staff are paid out ef the 
produce of the taxes levied upon your humble and suffering 
petitioners, for the benefit of the members of your honourable 
house, and of the other house of Parliament, or of their near con- 
bexions. 

“In the colonies a legion of governors and officers enjoying 
splendid appointments, and a general studied system of extrava- 
cance, is maintained, and defrayed in great part from the produce 
of the taxes levied upon your humble and suffering petitioners, for 
the sake of patronage, and for the benefits of the menibers of your 
honourable house, and ofthe other house of Parliament, and of 
their near connexions. 

“Tn the civil list, under the class of foreizn ministers, a most 
extravagant and unnecessary expense in the ordimary and extraor- 
dinary charges in the appointments of arnbassadors and ministers, 
with very largely increased salaries and outfits, is incurred and de- 
frayed from tbe produce of the taxes levied upon your humble and 
suffering petitioners, for the sake of the increase of patronage, for 
the benefit of the members of your honourable house, and of the 
olher House of Parliament, and of their near connexions. 

“In the revenue a large addition is made to the public burdeus 
pressing so severely upon yeur humble and suffering petitioners, 
in consequence of the expensive mode of collection and manage- 
mentemployed in that department, which alone absorbs the sum 
of 4,000,0001. ; a misapplication of the national resources, retained 
for the sake of patronage, for the benefit of the near connexions 
and supporters of the members of your honourable House. 

“ Your Petitioners humbly represent to your honourable House, 
that the pressing difficulties of the country, urgently require that 
al these numerous abuses in the administration of public affairs, so 
injurious to your humble Petitioners, but so advantageous to the 
Members of your honourable House, be speedily and thoroughly 
felormed, and the expenses of the Stale reduced to the scale of for- 
Mer and happier times. 
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‘Ina Parliament fully and fairly representing the people, your 
humble Petitioners place their only bopes of salvation from ima 
pending ruin; they believe that an assembly composed of the real 
representatives of the nation, will alone be able to carry into eflect 
a general system of severe economy, and an unsparing retrench- 
ment of the civil and military establishments, and of all offices, 
places, sinecures, and pensions, not merited by publ’c services. 

‘* Your Petitioners are confident that a Reformed House of 
Commons will have the virtue and ability to apply the whole of 
the national resources to the relief of the public necessities, and 
rather than consummate the ruin of the landed interest, to derive 
resources from the sale of the Crown lands, and from the excesses 
of that large mass of public property st present employed in sup- 
porting the enormous Church establishment in England and Ire. 
land, which may be reduced to a more moderate scale, without de- 
triment to true religion or morality. 

“Your humble Petitioners, suffering under the intolerable 
weight of taxation imposed upoa them by the acts of an unre- 
formed Parliament, trust that a reformed House of Commons 
will be able lo apply the best remedy for the past, and at the same 
time to afford the only security for the future; they therefore 
most humbly pray your Honourable House to establish an effectual 
reform. 

‘* Without which your Petitioners can see no hope of 
that equitable adjustment with regard to the public debt, and 
with regard to all contracls between man and man, which is ab- 
solutely necessary to the defence of the country against foreign 
foes, and to the restoration of internal tranquillity. 


; ‘* And your Petitioners will ever pray.” 


You will sce that this petition, though it avoids the spect- 
fication of your inherent rights, is as profuse in its details of 
grievances, as any production of the radical press ;—and you 
will not fail further to remark, that these petitioners go to two 
points, which were never touched upon by the reformers, at 
the periods of their vindictive persecution—those are the 
crown lands, and the revenues of the church. Tad these mea- 


suics been first broached at radical micetings, how would the 
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venal press have been set to bellow about blasphemy and sacre- 
leve; for there is no heresy so dangerous in the eyes of a true 
priest, as the proposal to lessen the emoluments of the altar. 

The opposition to this Petition, was as contemptible as tt was 
possible for any opposition to be —as contemptible as the oppo- 
sition to Reform in your own assemblies. Lord Elleaborough 
opposed it, and talked of honour and good fab, as glibly as 
need be; but he forgot to mention himself that he had the 
means of maintaining his honour out of the public purse. If 
every one could get seven thousand per annum as easily as his 
Lordship, they might as easily be as honourable men. But 
those who have such men as his Lordship to maintain, in addi- 
tion to the maintenance of their own families, may have some- 
what different notions about the honour of keeping such bur- 
thensome animals ;—and his Lordship must not be very much 
surprised, if they should be disposed to let them gently down, 
and tell them to shift for themselves. I agree with his Lord- 
ship, that it would be very unjust to take a shilling from the 
fundholder, while his Lordship’s pension continued to be paid: 
but for the payment of the latter, you will probably see ne 
reason whatever. 

I pass from this Meeting to that of Cambridge, leaving some 
remark, on the declaration of Mr. Dennison, the popular mem- 
ber for Surrey, that he was anxious to see “ householders under 
“certain limitations, entitled to vote ;” to another portion of 
this number, 

The Duke of Bedford addressed the following letter to the 
Cambridge County Meeting :— 


“ London, Feb. 12, 1823. 

‘ Srr,—When you did me the honour to send me a copy of 
the requisition to the High Sheriff of the county of Cambridge, to 
call a county meeting for the purpose of taking into consideration 
‘the present distressed state of the nation, the most effectual means 
of obtaining a redress of grievances, and restoring to the peop 


their undoubted right of being fully represcnted in Parliame” 
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you will recollect that I declined signing the requisition, tru ane 
apprehension thet the state of my health could not allow of my 
being present at the meeting. I now te: { myself justified in having 
withheld my name, as my heaith is still so infirm as to render me 
wholly incapable of attending to any sort of business, and more 
particularly the fatigues and anxictics inseparable from a great 
public meeting on so momentous a question; but after the part 
I took at a mecting in Cambridgeshire, last year, on the same sub 
ject, I think it incumbent upon me to account for my absence now, 
though I feel, at the same time, that the uniform consistency of 
along political life in support of the people’s rights, must exemp 

me from the suspicion that my zeal for Parhamentary Retorm 
has suffered any abatement. Every day, nay almost every bour 

that "my life is prolonged, more and more convinces me of the 
absolute necessity of this vital measure ; and [ a that you 


’ 


will have the goodness to state to the mecting, that nothing but ex- 


treme debility could keep ine from obeying - summons of the 
sheruf at the Shire-hall on the 14th mst. 

“ 7 will not detain you now by a single argument in favour of 
reform of the representation of the people in Parliament. There 
will, I am sure, be many on the Market-hill, on Friday, far abler 
tHan myself, to advocate and enforce this creat measure. You 
know my unalterable sentiments upon it. I seek not to destroy with 
a rash innovating hand, but to restore the constitution to its orl- 
ginal purity, by making the House of Commons the real represen- 
tatives of the people in Parliament, acting as an ethcent controul 
over the power of the Crown, and not, as it has been emphatically 
been culled, ‘a convenient instrument in the hands of Government, 
to register the edicts of the Crown.’ 

“T trust the real friends of reform in the county of Cambridge 
will be united in their object. Wehave much to contend against— 
tle overgrown influence of the Crown, operating through endless 
channels, has spread corruption over every part of the country, 
paralyzing the efforts of honest and independent men; but we 
must not be deterred by difficulties; the county of Cambridge has 
done itself infinite honour by its unshaken perseverance; we must 
steadily pursue the object we are seeking, in one straight undeviag- 


ing course; and as our cause is that of sound policy, truth, and jus- 
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tice, it must and will ultimately prevail. Iam, Sir, with sincere 
estecm, your faithful and obedient servant. 


« BEDFORD.” 


After Mr. C. Beales had read this letter, the following reso- 
lutions were proposed, and carried ; and a Petition founded upon 
them, was almost unanimously adopted. 


“ 1, That the freeholders and inhabitants of the County of Cam- 
bridge and Isle of Ely, anxious to fulfil the purposes tor which 
they have been convened, in a manner worthy of the character of 
a free, liberal, and enlightened people, possessing and acknow- 
ledging one common interest, declare to their tellowcountrymen; 
that although, incommon with other agricultural countics, they 
are labouring under peculiar and extraordinary hardships, they de- 
sire no advantages inconsistent with the general welfare ; and in 
particular they disclaim the vain and delusive projects which are 
still in agitation for relieving the landed interest at the expense of 
the industrious part of the community ; and they are ready to co- 
operate with their fellow-countrymen at large in rescuing the nation 
from the sordid tyranny of the Borough faction, and restoring to 
the people the exercise of their undoubted right of being fully re- 
presented in Parliament. 

“ That excessive taxation is the great and paramount grievance 
of this kingdom, and the immediate cause of the present 
unparalleled distress; and that the taxes which previously to the 
late change of the currency consumed so vast a proportion of the 
annual income of the nation, have been so enormously increasedin 
their realamount, by the operation of that incomplete and ill-di- 
gested measure, that they are now rapidly devouring the capital and 
fee-simple of the estate of every one who does notin some degree 
live upon the public revenue ; and that the Parliament, by restor- 
ing cash payments, without making suitable provisions, has esta- 
blished a legalized system of confiscation ‘of property throughout 
the kingdom. 
| “3. That the landed interest, besides the gencral Parliamentary 
imposts, is almost exclusively burdened with the maintenance of the 
poor, with numerous prisons crowded beyond all precedent, and 
other grievous charges ; that the enormous revenues of the clergy 
are alinost wholly derived from the partial tax, amounting to many 
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milhons, which under the denomination of tithes consumes so large 
a portion of the fruits of the soil, and the agricultural industry of 
the country ; that the ecclesiastical establishment of England and 
Ireland is supported at an expense which there is reason to believe 
exceeds that of all the other Christian churches collectively through- 
out the world, and absorbs far too great a portion of the public 
wealth. 

“That this meeting, rejecting all temporary expedients as in- 
applicable and inadequate to the nature and extent of the present 
distress, and tending to aggravate the existing evils, is of opinion, 
that it is absolutely necessary to have recourse to the following, 
amongst other decisive remedies:—1st., an effectual reform in the 
Commons House of Parliament ; 2d., a repeal of part of the assessed 
taxes, particularly the house and window taxes, and the whole 
duties on malt, hops, salt, leather, soap, and candles; 3d., the abo- 
lition of all sinecure places and offices, and unmerited pensions, 
and the retrenchment of every unnecessary branch of the public 
expenditure, including a very considerable reduction of the stand- 
ing army; 4th., a reduction of the salaries, pensions, and emolu- 
ments of all necessary public functionaries, in proportion to the in- 
crease in the value of money; 5th., the abolition of tythes in eccle- 
siastical hands, and appropriation of their produce to the liquida- 
tion of the debt, and an equitable commutation thereof in all other 
cases, witha due regard to the provision of an adequate and ample 
remuneration for the clergy, and to the vested interests of the rights 
of patrons, in advowsons; 6th. a more equitable distribution 
amongst the efficient clergy of the revenues of those immense 
landed estates which are the undoubted property of the public, but 
now enjoyed by ecelesiastical individuals and corporations; 7th., a 
sale of the national estates, called the Crown lands, and an appro- 
priation of their produce to the liquidation of the debt; 8th, a re- 
duction of the interests of the national debt in proportion to the in- 
creased value of the currency, and an assessment of funded pro- 
perty towards the maintenance of the poor. 

“6. That as this meeting is fully resolved to persevere in endea- 
vouring to accomplish the objects of the foregoing resolutions and 
petition, the High-Sheriff be requested either to adjourn the pre- 
sent meeting of the trecholders and inhabitants of the county and 


asic, te Friday, the 1th ay April nervt. or stunmen another meetin 
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for that day whichever he may think fit, for the purpose of receiv- 
iug the report of the county members upon the proceedings which 
the House of Commons may adopt relative to the petition ; and 
for the purpose of taking such further steps as shall then deemed 
advisable for carrying into excution the resolutions of the present 
ineeting.” 

You will perceive that these resolutions go quite as far as 
the most determined Radical Reformer ever thought of going, 
as to the measures to be accomplished, in order to retieve the 
nation from its embarrassments. They also demand as a means 
an effectual Reform in the representation; which you also de- 
manded many vears ago. But they do not specify in what thay 
effectual Reform should consist; although it would have been 
quite as correct, and was quite as necessary, as to specify in 
detail the objects to be accomplished by it. Upon this point, 
however, th: re isa great weakness of intellect among the ‘‘7- 
“ snrctable classes.’ They cannot get rid of their absurd pre- 
judices about their own superiority. Wheu anv of them lose 
the property they prize so much, they do not think themselves 
the less respectable for becoming poor ; not even if they are over- 
whelmed with debts they are unable to pay; and they would start 
with indignation from any proposal to deprive them of votes ; 
yet they can coolly sit down and argue for the exclusion of 
others because they are poor !—forgetting, that for that very 
reason, they stand the more in need of protection. However, 
we shall soon see a change on this point, as we have seen it on 
niany others. It was a long while before the people would be- 
lieve there was any error in the system. It was still longer be- 
fore they could agree as te the cause of the mischief :—but this 
is now sufficiently understoed, and men’s minds are all made up 
upon the necessity of Reform. They will also ere long agree 
upon the only mode in which it can be made effectual ;—be™ 
cause they will feel that the power of the whole people is requi 
site to produce any Reform whatever. The property and res- 


pectability of the country can effect nothing, without theaid of 
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ihe numbers. There was atime when the counfry genlicuies 
possessed some influence with the Ministry. But that time he 
long since passed away, and it is not likely to return. 

When the people began to enquire into the merits of the 
respective parties, and separated themselves from party con 
tests, ‘the power of what was ludicrously called the independent 
interest was af an end, Lord Castlereagh discovered that the 
Government could be conducted in defiance of public 
opinion, by the aid of a regular corps of Parliamentary Janis- 
saries ;—the people were indifferent as to who. conducted @ 
system inimical to their interests ; aud the boundless prodigality 
of the public money took place, which fas at last brought the 
janded interest to its senses —as it will also the funded interest,. 
aud every other interest within the reach of its ravages. You 
have now some respite; but you must not look for any long ex- 
emption from suffering, The long strides of the Pitt mon 
ster will again overtake you. You are not out of lis reach ; 
and you will not be spared out of any regard to your welfare. 
Remember that it once took from you ten shillings out of every 
eighteen that you earnt; and it will have the same, ora greater 
amount, whenever it may happen to want it. ft bas now got « 
race of zich blockheads to plunder; and they put up with whole- 
sale robbery and confiscation of their estates so tamely, that 
itis not worth its while at present to meddle with you. Your 
turn, however, will as certainly come again, as that it is the 
farmers, turn now ;—and, although they were silly enoug!s 
Lot to make common cause with you, against the common 
enemy, I trust you will see the necessity, as well as the Justice, 
of assisting all who war with the system. If they weaken it, 
they serve you; and it must be: the weaker for every attack. 
do not advise you to give up qne jot cf your claims, nor to re- 
cede in the slightest degree from the principles upon which 
those claims are founded. A.s men, you demun.! ihe RIGHTS 
OF MAN—rights not derived! from any policy, or expediency, 
or legislative enactments—biuit inherent in the species, vour u2- 
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tural birthright as rational and accountable creatures. Never 
surrender one particle of those rights. Never lend yourselves 
to any pursuit short of the recovery of the whole of those 
rights. But at the same time be wise enough to profit by every 
circumstance, and to accept any aid that may offer. We do 
not ask the mercenary soldier what colours are to be 
hoisted upon a conquered battlement; but we can have no 
objection that he should contribute to the conquest. At this 
moment, then, the Reformers should bestir themselves, and 
reiterate those remonstrances which were presented in 1816, 
aud 1819. Some affect to say thatit is disgraceful, and useless 
to address the legislature. Itis neither. On the contrary, it 
is both useful and honorable. Men may degrade themselves 
by using degrading language; but the Reformers know how to 
avoid any degradation, either of their cause, or of themselves: 
Expecting to see the table of the Commons once more crowded 
with your complaints, and your demands for justice, I remain, 
Your friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 














PARLIAMENTARY CORRUPTION. 





A very interesting illustration of the votes of the Members of the 
House of Commons during the last Session of Parliament, has just 
been published, under the unassuming title of “ An Alphabetical 
List of the Members of the Commons’ [louse of Parliament,” &c., 
&c. It illustrates their votes both for and against Ministers, on 
fourteen great questions divided on, and the minorities on thirty- 
six questions, distinguishing eighty-nine Members who hold places, 
the emoluments of which, in the aggregate, amount to no less a sum 
than £183,372. 8s. 113d. per annum, according to a return made 
to the liouse during last Session; it also distinguishes about forty 
other Members, such as the sons or brothers, or dependents, of the 
Lord President of the Council and of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, who receive about £20,000. per annnm out of the taxes, 
not including in the above mentioned sum of £183,372. 8s. 112d. ; 


and the following very interesting and lmportant analysis and sum- 
mury is deduced from the whole, viz. i— 
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op a ‘a~ Sa 
vlc =T 
Members who vote = - - - - - [2-41 & |S|*}| 6 
=| & 71s! © 
ai te a 
———| | omnes 
From 40 Counties of England - - - - | 25 1 37 110 3} 80 
12 Do. and 12 Towns in Wales - - | 15!) 9 | 1 1) 24 
- Cities and Boroughs, open election! 57 1107 | 3)11, 180 
99 Do. do., in which the suffrage is | | 
vested in burgage tenures, or ‘self- 
elected Corporations, and conse- | 
quently resolved into individual in- 
fuence- - - - < - = = « |151 / 12 | 51981196 
15 Do.do. do. - - - - = = = |— =| 29 —[—] 29 
Y Universities - - - - - - - 3 |———j/—j 1] 4 
33 Counties and 66 — Burghs in 
Scotland .- - - - = «= « | @§} 12 - QO} 45 
32 Counties of Ireland- - - - - | 24] 14 | 2/24) 64 
33 Cities and Boroughs of do. - =» | 21} 7 |—| 8 36 
Total - - - - - - - {320 !226 (23|891658 





The following shews the Counties in which the Borough influence 
more particularly prevails ;— 




















For jAgainst, Not 
Ministe TS) ditto. atall.| Tot. 

r r 
For Cornwall 21 Boroughs - - 32 | = 7 | 42 
Wilts 16 ditto - - - is | 8 6 | 32 
Sussex 13 ditto - - - 13 | 10 3 | 26 
Devon 12 ditto - - - 17 | 4 3 | 24 
Hants 2 ditie + «= - 13 | 6 5 | 24 
Dorset 9 dito - < « 9 3 1 18 
Surrey 9 ditto - - - 9 | — 1 | 10 
Total 88 114 | 39 = 26 1176 





By the first of the above statements it is seen, that out of those 
Members returned from places with open and fair election, there 13 
a majority in favour of the interests of the people of nearly two to 
one, but which majority is here borne down by the overwhelming 
force of the 151 votes returned by as few individuals. 


The population of all the Boroughs in Cornwall collectively, is 
not equal to the popul: tion of the town of Nottingham !!! 





SAGO: Es BEB, BFS GP FES EAE, PORE IS AEE TPP TT ae 
POETRY. 
SPAIN 
*Tis the minstrel’s harp ! —'tis as minstrel’s song ! 
Children, O wake you ! harken ! 
Fo the warning-voice which steals along ! 
“Stranxcers! YouR MORN MAY DARKEN! 
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{x jet them advance, aye, or let them retire, 
By our altar’s light, which shall never expire. 


We have minstrels to strike, when danger nears, 
Chords, rousing all that slumber ; 

We have spirits to wake when the foe appears, 
Will forth, nor reckon their number. 

Or let them ‘advance e, aye, or let them retire 

By the light now burning ; ne’er, ne’er to expire. 


A bright stream, that from heaven derived its souree 
C learly and flowingly wanders ; 

Tis in vain they would dam, or sully its course ; 
Swelling, it purely yonders. 

Or jet them advance, aye, or let them retire : 

With our freedom’s brightness will Spaniards expire. 


Let them hence! Let them learn, their dens, blood-stained, 
Gloomily suit their dark sorrow : 

When man, to quench liberty, man’s blood hath drained, 
Dim burns the sun of his morrow. 
ut let them advance, aye, or let them retire, 

fur sun shall burn brightly, ne’er, ne’er to expire. 


We have infants that lisp the bold martial song ; 
Limbs that are sturdier, arm them ! 

Ev’n old age with his harp, wit join the war throng, 
Maidens, weave laurels that warm men. 

Or let them advance, aye, or let them retire, 

With our freedom’s brightness will Spaniards expire. 


We have Strains to rouse us, touched skilfully o’er; 
Strains, in the fight to fire us ; 

We have strains for the souls we may need deplore ; 
Strains, at the altar to inspire us! 

Then let them advance ! or advance, or retire, 

The light we most love, burns, ne’er, ne’er to es 


.F. be 
es 
A SPANISH WAR SONG. 


(BY JOHN D. COLLARD.) 





Come, Freedom’s Sons! advance to battle ! 
The clouds of war are hoy ering near: 
Hark ! hear ye not the cannon’s rattle? 
Defend your homes, your country dear ! 
Nor heed, though despots black surround you, 
Though lightning flash, and thunder roar, 
Though desolation stalk around you, 
And tyrants haunt your native shore. 
March on, march on, 
My comrades brave, 
For liberty, 
Or treedom’s sraye. 
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Come forth, my sword! so fiercely gleaming; 
My empty sheath, away! away! 
From point to hilt must blood be streaming, 
Till foes be fled, and Spain be free: 
And here I swear, that death or glory 
Shall rule my fate, or gild my name ; 
To live in freedom, or in story :— 
Draw, Spaniards, draw, and swear the same. 
March on, march on, 
My comrades brave, 
For liberty, 
Or freedom’s grave. 


Can despots bind the soul’s commotion? 
Or armies bar the march of.mind? 
Go, bid them stem the waves of ocean, 
Or manacle the passiag wind ¥ 
And tell them too, in words of thunder, 
When Nations wiLt, they MusT BE FREE; 
That Spain will burst their chains asunder, 
And die to hold her hberty. 
March on, march on, 
My comrades brave, 
For liberty, 


Or freedom’s grave. 


Hark! Hark! I hear in grand prospective, 
Your children bless their parents’ name, 
Who shook the thrones of tyrants restive, 
And freedom gained through blood and flame ! 
Then«unarch, for liberty is calling, 
And independence points the way ; 
The: mght. of war is dark, appalling,— 
But bright the dawn of freedom’s day. : 
March on, marel: on, | 
My comrades brave, 
For liberty, 
Or freedom’s.grave. 
Chelsea, Feb. 1823. 
| —<—— 
IMPROMPTU, - 
ON HEARING THAT MR. VANSITTART IS TO BE CREATED BARON BEX - 
LEY, OF BEXLEY, IN KENT. 





Rare men, the men of Kent were wont to be, 
When love of freedom fir’d our ancestry : 

But since our rights were strangled by the law, 
Our Englishmen are only men of straw. 

Yet times arémending—Kent again may vapour, 
Since her new Baron is a MAN OF PAPER ! 
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